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Dear Participant,

Welcome to the Fourteenth Annual Kentucky EPSCoR Statewide Conference.  The theme of today’s conference, “Cyberinfrastructure - Connecting with the Future” has been chosen to stimulate your thinking on the quickly evolving cyberworld and to foster a dialogue on what Kentucky should plan to do to be at the forefront of this exciting and important field.  Put another way, what seats on the cyber train do we want to occupy before it pulls out of the station? Just as steel rail lines dramatically impacted those communities that had access; the fiber cyber lines, and the ability to take full advantage of those lines, will greatly affect communities in the future.

KY EPSCoR has an obligation under our new NSF RII award to develop a Cyberinfrastructure Strategic Plan for the Commonwealth.  This Conference is part of our effort to engage Kentucky’s research community in the effort. This planning initiative provides Kentucky an opportunity to lay the groundwork on how it can use cyberinfrastructure as a beneficial differentiator in research, education, medicine and economic development.   

We are fortunate to have nationally recognized speakers for today’s plenary session.  They will help us envision the likely cyber future, discuss what leading universities, states and countries are doing to prepare for anticipated opportunities, and identify some of those likely opportunities.  We look forward to their insights and suggestions.

The Kentucky EPSCoR Program continues to be successful in helping the Commonwealth build its research infrastructure and enhance Kentucky’s competitive position in research.  We have had another outstanding year.  Since its inception, the Kentucky EPSCoR Program has been the channel for approximately $313 million in competitively won R&D funding.  The Kentucky Statewide EPSCoR Committee congratulates Kentucky’s research community for the success they are having in raising their level of competiveness. 

Respectfully,
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Wimberly C. Royster, Chair

Kentucky Statewide EPSCoR Committee

Statewide EPSCoR Office
Kentucky Science and Technology Corporation
200 W. Vine St. Suite 420 Lexington KY 40507
859-246-3245 Fax 859-259-0986
Equal Opportunity Corporation
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