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The Kentucky Statewide EPSCoR Committee requests proposals for its Collaborative Research Development Program.   This EPSCoR initiative is intended to foster the development of large-scale multi-investigator research programs, centers, or institutes within the Commonwealth that will become competitive for Federal Research & Development funding through agency, interagency, and multi-agency programs (NSF, EPA, DOE, DOD, NIH, USDA, NASA, etc.)   

Awards provided through the Collaborative Research Development Program are intended (1) to bring groups together to discuss the possible formation of multi-investigator programs, centers, or institutes and (2) to support the collaborative team that is subsequently formed to enable it to begin initial collaborative work and to develop proposals to seek funding for the program.  Assistance is offered in two phases.  Phase 1 is directed toward assembling a collaborative research group and identifying a research initiative; Phase 2 is directed toward securing extramural funding for that research initiative.  Investigators may apply for a Phase 2 without applying for a Phase 1 grant.

Proposals, for either Phase, focused within one of the five priority research areas of the Commonwealth’s New Economy Strategy will be given priority consideration.  These areas include: Biosciences, Human Health and Development, Materials and Advanced Manufacturing, Environmental and Energy Technologies, and Information Technologies and Communication.


PHASE 1: COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH INITIATION GRANTS (CRIG)

Collaborative Research Initiation Grants (CRIGs) provide support to enable groups of researchers to assemble to explore the creation of a large-scale research initiative.  Funds can be used for workshops, electronic meetings, seminar speakers, travel or other reasonable expenses associated with bringing Kentucky researchers and nationally known experts together to discuss emerging areas of national importance, common interests, and possible research initiatives.  Respondents should view this RFP as an opportunity to establish a prominent presence in an emerging research area before the field becomes highly populated.  Phase 1 CRIGs are up to one year in duration and may not exceed $10,000. 
PHASE 2  COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT GRANTS (CRDG)

Groups that have evolved to the point where they have identified a research direction are eligible for a Phase 2 Collaborative Research Development Grant (CRDG).  CRDGs are intended to support the organization and initiative of collaborative group activities, to establish the requisite advisory board or panel defined by the targeted funding institution,  and to support the preparation and submission of a proposal to establish a research program, center, or institute.  CRDGs are up to one year in duration and may not exceed $30,000.  Renewal awards are possible based upon achievements of the first CRDG award period.

CRDG proposals should clearly articulate how planned activities will enable Kentucky researchers to develop a significant national research presence in the area being proposed.  Emerging areas of research are of particular interest.  When looking at emerging research areas, proposers should also state reasons why they expect the identified emerging research area to experience above average funding growth.  Statements of interest obtained from a Federal agency program officer in the research area of interest are highly encouraged.  Such endorsements enable reviewers to gauge the likelihood of future funding support.  In some instances, it may be possible to invite Federal agency program officers to participate or have input into incubation activities.

CRIG and CRDG proposals should contain a commitment by the PI/Co-PI’s to submit a proposal seeking major funding within a reasonable time period.  CRIG and CRDG awardees must notify KY EPSCoR when this obligation has been met.

Reporting

Awardees must report CRIG and CRDG outcomes to the KY EPSCoR Program.  The report shall describe activities performed under the award, including any elements of the proposal not achieved, list expenditures and provide other data KY EPSCoR is required to report.  It is important that KY EPSCoR assess the value of the CRIG/CRDG program.  Accordingly, KY EPSCoR needs to track proposal submission(s) associated with a CRIG or CRDG award for a 5 year period.  A web-based reporting system named KERS (the Kentucky EPSCoR Reporting System) has been implemented to provide awardees an efficient tool to meet these reporting requirements.

Submission

Faculty from any state supported university in Kentucky may submit a CRIG or CRDG proposal.  Proposals should be sent via E-mail attachment (MSWord or Adobe PDF file) to Liz Knapp lknapp@kstc.com . The proposal period is continuously open.  Interested researchers are encouraged to submit proposals early in the fiscal year to ensure budget availability.  Proposals will be reviewed upon receipt and award decisions will be made in an expedited manner.  Awards are contingent upon State funding.  Proposals will be reviewed by relevant members of the Statewide EPSCoR Committee and/or Subcommittee Chairs (see the organizational chart at www.kyepscor.org for a current roster).  External reviewers will be called up as needed.  For further information, contact Liz Knapp at lknapp@kstc.com or by telephone at 859/246-3245. 

Each proposal must contain the following components:
  
1. Cover page - There is no specific format required; however, this page should contain the title, the type of grant (CRIG or CRDG), a list of PI/Co-PIs (addresses) with signatures, and the name and signature of the financial officer for the lead university. In addition to being sent with the proposal submission via e-mail, a copy of the signed cover page should be sent by regular mail to: Kentucky EPSCoR Program, 200 West Vine Street, Suite 420, Lexington, KY 40507
2. Abstract (approximately 500 words) - If funded, abstracts will appear on the Kentucky EPSCoR web site.
3. Project Description (maximum length 5 pages) - The project description should be concise and include clear statements as to the importance of the research area, the nature of collaborative activities, and how the results of proposed activities will lead to proposal development for a major research initiative.  It is important to identify potential agencies and programs that will be targeted by the proposal(s) generated from the collaboration activities.
4. Collaborators - Provide a list of collaborators (and areas of expertise) within the State.  Also include here a list of potential external collaborators who might be invited to participate in workshops, proposal development, etc. 
5. Biographical Sketches - Brief (2-page) biographical information is required for the PI and Co-PI(s) only, and should list no more than five significant publications or other research products.
6. Budgetary Information - Collaborative activities are up to one year in duration with total budgets not to exceed $10,000 for Phase 1 CRIG awards or $30,000 for Phase 2 CRDG awards.  There is no specific budget summary page format; however, the general form used by the National Science Foundation should serve as a template for budget categories.  Funds may be used for travel, honoraria, supplies, clerical support and other items directly related to collaborative activities pursuing large projects.  Salary support for PI/Co-PIs should not be a major budget item.  Indirect costs are NOT allowed.  Equipment items are NOT allowed. In addition to the budget summary page, the proposal should provide a reasonably detailed budget justification based on items in the Project Description. 
7. Names and addresses (including e-mail) of external reviewers -  PIs should submit names, addresses, and E-mail addresses of three potential external reviewers who preferably will be from non-EPSCoR states (see www.kyepscor.org for listing of EPSCoR states).
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