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NATIONAL LABORATORY INITIATIVE GOALS

The goals of this initiative are to develop and nurture strong individual and institutional relationships with national laboratories, and to enhance the likelihood that Kentucky will eventually acquire a national laboratory or a branch center of excellence.  The committee believes that one approach to this goal is to acquaint faculty, graduate-level students and postdoctoral fellows with research and development opportunities in national laboratories, and conversely, to familiarize national laboratory personnel with the research and engineering capabilities of Kentucky universities and its faculty.

EPSCoR NLI GRANTS AVAILABLE

1. Grants of up to $1,500 are available to offset costs of group and/or individual faculty visits to national laboratories.  These grants can be used to offset transportation and per diem costs associated with visits to meet national laboratory scientists, engineers and administrators, and to examine facilities and research activities.  It is intended that such visits be used to determine feasibility of joint research programs and/or sabbatical stays.

2. Grants of up to $5,000 are available to assist faculty in establishing residence at a National Laboratory for a period of up to 12 months.

THE NATIONAL LABORATORY SYSTEM

National laboratories are research and technology centers funded by federal agencies such as Department of Energy, Department of Defense, Environmental Protection Agency, National Aeronautic and Space Agency, National Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation.  The laboratories generally are associated with, and managed by, affiliated universities.  Within the larger laboratories, multiple centers or special purpose laboratories often exist, each performing research related to the overall mission of the national laboratory.  A sampling of national laboratories conducting research of interest to Kentucky research faculty and their locations is provided for illustration:

	STATE
	NATIONAL LABORATORY

	Alabama
	National Air and Radiation Laboratory

	California
	Sandia National Laboratories

	California
	Lawrence-Berkeley National Laboratory

	California
	Lawrence-Livermore National Laboratory

	California
	NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory (CIT)

	California
	National Lab Applied Network Research (San Diego)

	Colorado
	National Renewable Energy Laboratory

	Florida
	National High Magnetic Field Laboratory

	Georgia
	Communicable Disease Center

	Idaho
	Idaho National Engineering & Environmental Laboratory

	Illinois
	Argonne National Laboratory

	Illinois
	Fermi National Acceleratory Laboratory

	Illinois
	Nat. Lab. Tourism and eCommerce (Champaign)

	Iowa
	Ames Laboratory

	Iowa
	National Lab. Study of Rural Telemedicine

	New Jersey
	Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory

	New Mexico
	Sandia National Laboratory and Technical Laboratory

	New Mexico
	Los Alamos National Laboratory

	Nevada
	Radiation and Indoor Environmental Laboratory

	New York
	Brookhaven National Laboratory

	Ohio
	Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Materials Science Lab.

	Tennessee
	Oak Ridge National Laboratory

	Virginia
	Thomas Jefferson National Acceleratory Facility

	Washington
	Pacific-Northwest National Laboratory

	West Virginia
	National Radio Astronomy Observatory



	Faculty interested in applying for an EPSCoR NLI Grant should familiarize themselves with specific research activities of a selected national laboratory and the programs of collaborative research available in this laboratory.

PROPOSALS

Full-time faculty from any of the Kentucky state universities may submit proposals for an NLI grant.  The proposal, containing the components below, should be no more than 10 pages in length and should be sent via email attachment to Liz Knapp at lknapp@kstc.com .  Proposals may be submitted at any time. Although the proposal period is continuously open, interested researchers are encouraged to submit proposals early in the fiscal year to ensure budget availability. The fiscal year runs from July 1st of one year to June 30th of the sequential year.  Proposals will be reviewed upon receipt by the Statewide EPSCoR Subcommittee established for oversight of the National Laboratory Initiative and award decisions will be made in an expedited manner.  Awards are contingent upon budget availability.  For questions regarding budget availability, call the Kentucky Statewide EPSCoR office at 859-246-3245.  

Each proposal must contain the following components:

1. Cover Page:  Provide: 
a) the name(s) and contact information of the lead faculty member and other    	faculty applying for the grant; 
b) the national laboratory name and location; 
c) the national laboratory contact/collaborator; and, 
d) the proposed dates for the visit.
2. Rationale:  Justify reasons for wanting to visit or work in the specified national laboratory.  Indicate how the visit or work will impact your future plans and that of your University.  If the national laboratory has an established visiting scientist or mentor program, indicate your commitment to submit an application for such.  Include national laboratory literature as part of the exhibits attached to the submission.  As appropriate, list the names, titles and areas of research of the laboratory staff who will be visited.
3. Proposed Research:  Provide a summary of the proposed research area.  If a specific research proposal has already been developed with the host laboratory, details should be provided.
4. Budget:  Submit a budget request of one page or less with costs and justifications.
5. Resume(s):  Provide a curriculum vitae of two pages or less for each involved faculty or other identified university participants.  Include recent publications.
6. Exhibits:  Provide copies of 
(a) key correspondence between the University and national laboratory 	dealing with visit and concordance of the national laboratory; include 
(b) details of proposed visit 
(c) information on the proposed research activities (if established)  
IMPORTANT:  (d) provide evidence by attachment that your University’s Sponsored Research Office has approved this application.

AWARD PAYMENT

Once an award has been made and travel has been completed, the awardee should notify the KY EPSCoR office via e-mail at lknapp@kstc.com and funds will be made available for the reimbursement of the visit costs up to the amount approved in the award commitment letter.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

It is important that KY EPSCoR assess the value of the NLI program.  Accordingly, NLI awardees will be required to track and report all proposal submissions subsequent and relative to the NLI award for a period of 5 years.  Awardees must also supply other outcome information that KY EPSCoR reports to CPE and others.  A web-based system called KERS (the Kentucky EPSCoR Reporting System) has been implemented to provide an efficient tool to submit these reports.  Awardees will be contacted annually to enter the required information through the web-based system.
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